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THE TWO THEORIES OF RECONSTRUCTION.

The subjoined article, which we copy from a
neutral paper, the Philadelphia Ledger, states very
concisely and clearly the two theories between
which the people of this country will be called to
choose in proceeding to the task of ¢ reconstruct-
ing the Union.” Our readers do not nced to be
informed that, in obedience equally to our convio-
tions of constitutional duty and to evident consid-
erations of political and military expediency, we
have uniformly held that the latter of these theo-
ries, #s expounded by our contemporary, is the
only logical one on which the present  war for the
_Constitution and Union” can be rightfully con-
duoted, as it is the only one that offers a possible
solution of the difficult problem which this nation
has to solve if it is to preserve its unity, restore
peace within its borders, and maintain the free-
dom of its institutions.

From the Philadelphia Ledger of August Tth,

There are two theories of reconstruetion of the Union
which arise at the present time, and are beiug more earn-
‘eatly and extensively discussed the nearer the end of the
rebellion appears tu be approaching. One is the radical
abolition theory, which deelares this rebellion s war in
which States are banded together to destroy the Govern-
ment, sod not that it ia merely an insurrection in which
the persous in arma are to be regarded as individual viola-
tors of the laws, and as such to be preceeded against by
the power of the Government. This Lbeory, by treating
the States—abstreot powers politicnlly—as the ones in re-
bellivn, and not the peopls in the States, tends necessarily
to deprive tha Staies of sll r'ghta under the Constitution
ﬂ.&' they have endeavered Lo overturn and destroy, by
deatroying the Governmeat, which proceeds from and s
based upoo it. The States being really at war with our
' Government are put in the category of actual belligerents
Jjuat as much o ss alien enemies, sad are subjecled there-

fore to the conditions of belligereats, and have ouly the
rights which belligerents can claim under intervational
Isw. Ioajust war s belligerent State may be subjugated
by a stronger Power. Ifa Btate, it mny have its political
sovereiguty taken from if, its territory sppropriated by the
congueror, and be held at the conqueror's pleasgre na n

MAXIMS OF POLITICAL DEGENERACY,

The Pittsburgh Gazette, in its number of the
4th instant, arguing against the expediency of
placing Governor CURTIN in nomination for re-
election by the Republican party as the Chief Ma-
gistrate of Pennsylvania, prefaces its remarks in
‘opposition to that gentleman’s candidaoy with the
following observations :

“The Convention, which meats here to-morrow, will
have & grave and deiicate tavk before it. If it represents
the popular sentiment wi h any reasonable fairness, it will
endeavor to name a candidate who combines the essentia's
to success with an ability and honesty which will insure a
faithful snd favorable sdmwimistravion of the affairs of the
State. We do not expect, of course, from this or any
other representative budy thus selected, either the very
ableat or most honest and courageous mau in the Btate,
This would be looking for too wueh in the present condi-
tion of poor buman usture. The best man is seldom the
available ove, because he is ganenll’ tither & resarved or
an outepoken man, eschewing pulltica and courting no-
body, because he despises the urts which are supposed to
be necessary to secure ‘the aweet voices’ of the people—
or proclaiming on all cccasions preciscly what he thinks,
without fear or favor, Buch men are never popular, and
never, therefore, uire that sotoniety which is derived
from newspaper puffery, which is unquestionably ove of
the passports to greatuess and glory in this country, We
must wait a fow generations to improve the tone of p
lar sentiment, and the system of public representation,
fore we can hope to develop the best abilities of the na-
tion in the places of bighest truat.

“Trustiog ourselves, therefore, to the times, slthough
there never was an veeasion when the country more needed
ite brightest men, we are not disposed to be unreasonable
in our demands. We want & man, however, if we would
succeed, of whom at least no evil can be spoken, and for
whom every honest man can freely vote, wilthout eom
promiging his conseience or his priuciples. T'o take one
against whom any sohd and well sustained objection, on
the score of honesty, can be made, weuld be to court de-
feat, and show that we were indifferent, as well to moral
considerations as to the probable effects of such a course.
Among the candidates named, we have ourselves, as we
have wore than once remarked, no choice, and no inter-
esta to serve. If the privilege were given to us of saying
who should be the standard bearer, we should decline it.
There is not one of all the candjdates whom we have
named that we would not take cheerfully, except Gov.
Curtin, or one of the nasceintes of Woodward and Lowris,
on the Bupreme Bench. Either of these men would be
ineligible bere and in Western Pennsylvania generally, the
firat, because of his policy and acts as Governor ; and the
other, beonuse of disastrous decisions, and acts of high-
banded tyravny, which bave exasperated and inflamed our
people to an inapprecisble degree agaiuet them. Oo these
points, Lowrie and Woodward will both prove weak and
vulnerable, beyond any other men in the State, if the ad-
vantage is properly used. B:yond these candidates we
are indifferent.

** Wa trust, hewever, that nobody in the Convention will
allow himself to be misled by the idea that a man like
Curtin, auvd wilh such a record as we have shown of Lim,
can be forced upon the people of this county by pulting
him in nominatin sgained thpir will. We know what we
sny, when we give notice to thoss who mgy be lfmpbed to
this view, that he is o uviversally believed by the pecple
here to be corrupt—to have sold the State and the party
both—and fo be any thing but well affected to the National
Administration or the truly Joysl men at home; they know
indeed vo well the sort of company he Leeps, and the kind
of nfl # th-t have gover him, that we have but

endeney or provines, deprived of political independ
or rights as & separate or independent Government In
this condition of conquered States, the conqueror may im-
new conditions il he pleisea as the privilege of re-en
the Union. He may declare thai the step prece
dent to ils re-establishment as & Btates’ power shall be the
total snd entire sbolition of elavery forever, and any Biate
eoming back into the Union with this restriction upon its
er would have no right thareufter to declare
slavery to be re-established. According to this theory the
aub:equeat Union wou'd no longer bs one of sovereign and
equnl wera. The Btates in rebellion baving lost
their sovereignty by conquest, would no lunger be the
equals nor possess lie same politieal rights and powers as
the States which couguered them. This theory is so en-
spd radically diff’ rent from the idea of the Udion as
ﬁﬂlﬁﬂl by vur fathers, aod the common idea which
prevails of the pusitiosl relstions of the States and the Ge-
neral Governmeut reciprocally, that it bhas not jet made
except among the extreme New England
emanc:pationiats.

'!‘hap:ﬂ;er theory, and the ong which the President
has bitherto favored, is that the rebellion is simply an
insurrection, a very magoified and extendad one, but still
one on whieh the power of the Governmeot is to be
brought to bear sgainet the individuals n arms. This
theory does not recoguite any power of violent se paration
from the Union by the political setivn of aay Btate Guv.
ernment, All ruch State action i illegal and void, beesuse
s usurpation of powers uot pussessed by nuy Stat+ under
a Union constitubionally formed, and baving s Federal
QGovernment constitutiovally cbowen. Uunder this theory
the Btates remmn in their lutegrity and sovereiguly, what-
aver individuale, even embracing s majority of the populs-
tion, do in opp sition to the laws. The insurgents
are aimply regarded as 8 mob, who may usurp the pontrol
of the Government for a time, and dety the laws, but can-
oot deprive the Guverument permaneatly of its righte and
powers, or destroy the velidity of the laws. 8o soon as
the mob ie put down, the power and rights of the State
government raturn of themselves, haviag only bega beld in
suspension by violenee. Acpordiog to this theory, if the

in any Btate in rebellion were 1o overthrow the
usurping authorities, aod aid the General Government in
re-establishing its sutbority over the State from which it
has been excluded by violence, then the Biate would be
reatorad immediately, under the Constitution, to the
sovereigoty, independence, and equality possessed by the
other States. The off-nders agsinst the laws within its
territory may bs punished for their crimes either by the
State’s nuthority or by the General Government, but the
State iteell would lose nane of ite politieal rights or pow-
ers uoder the Constitution by reasun of the reballion.

The latter theory in the most.simple sod the most prae-
ticable for a reconstruction and re-establishment of the
Union, and, il it were not for slavery, it would no doubt be
universally sdopted.  Dut bers comes in the President’s

amation of emssacipation, which, it is eontended,
oonfers, nbeolutely, the right of liberty to slaves in the re-
bellions Ntates, and which cavgot be taken from them
agsin by suy Siats restored to the Uniig. The events
which muke thio reconstruction pomib'e will give greater
prominznes to the discussion of those two distinet and op-
ponite modes of restoring the Union, with its former ter
ritorial extent and palitical impartance. Gen. Rosecrans
weems to entertain the latter theory na the one by which,
a8 an officer of the (lovernwent, ¢ lled to restore i's au-
thority agninat usarped power, he is to be governed, in
W.gtho people of the Btates whare the Union arms
bave suscessfully prevailed. In bis instrostions to his
‘sod salling upon (he people to put themselves on

: ?ﬂ conatitutional government, he says : ** Remem-
of, we fight for sommon rights. What we ask for our-
welves we willugly aeeord to others—freedom under the
titution nnd laws of oar goyotry—the country of

i ton and Jackson.”

. ABOLITIONISTS NOW FOR THE UNION,

My, Wendell Phillips has again delivered himself of his
. concerning the war and slavery—this time in the
ahape of a labored letter. He writes to defend the aboli-
tionista for their ' ehange of base.” The former disunion-

~ jism of the sbolitioniats, ho says, in “'their eflort to break the

Union was only & means to an end—the abolition of slave-
1y Now, however, the sboltioniste favor the Union be-
eausé  to uphold it in this streggle for existence in the

& ~ readiest way to convert the nation into wbolitioniats " and

"weoare abolition, Following out the same line and the
y Jogic Mr. Phillips snd his party must now atand

weady for still another ehange. For, in oase the Union is

likely to be restored without the universal, final, imme-

diate; and total abolizion of slavery, he muat pecessarily
yose that consummation, ard resume his original gronnd

disunion. In il thie, Phillips' puliey is directly the op.

site of the poliey of the Preaident, who proolaimed that
Union was the foremost and final object sought for.

It would never have been very safe for Wendell Phil-
lips to take up his abods in Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri,

" “Tennemser, or Louisinna; but we fear that at the prosent

‘#ime, or since these regions snd Biates oame within our
‘semy haes, it would be even leas safs and comfortable
than formerly. For the national suthoritien thare compe!
white folks to take an oath of alleginnee quite incompati-
with such sentiments as thoss ostentatiously avowed
. i ¥. T,
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given shape and utterance to their invincible repugnance
to the man, and done what they desired in endeavoriog to
save the party, by warning the pansgers that they wust
neither touch, taste, or handle sny thing so unclesn, jf they
considerad the vote of the strongest Republican eounty in
the State or the natiou sn important one."

We have neyer seen a case in which the degra-
dation of ““organized politics,” as they have cometo
be practised in the later days of the Republio, was
more painfully illustrated than in the language and
attitude of this journal, when propounding the
maxims which should govern the represeniatives
of a politicsl party, asssembled in Convention for
the purpose of selecting a candidate to occupy the
highest office in the gift of the people of Pennsyl-
vania. We have nothing to do with the allegation
of the Gazette against Governor Curtin, who holds
the office he now fills: by favor of the party to
which the Pittsburgh paper professes to belong, and
by which he hag just been honored with a renomina-
tion in spite of the reflections 5) injuriously cast on
his politieal coneistency and public honesty. But
we wish to mark the low stage which our political
morals have reached, and the indignity done to our
representative institutions, when it can be openly
said by a public journal that, as thiogs are in Penn-
sy'vaaia, it docs not expeot from any representative
boly selected as was the Republican Convention
which lately met in Pitisbnrgh, ¢ either tha yery
ablest or most honest and courageous man in the
State.””  The “ best mag,” it says, ¢ is seldom the
available one,”. because he “ despises the avts whigh
are sypposed to be necessary to sccure ¢ the sweet
voices’ of the paople,”” or becanse he * proclaims
on all oceasions precisely what he thinks without
fear or fuvor.” Our contemporary thinks we must
wait “a few gencrations’ to improve the tone of
popular sentiment and the system of public repre-
sentation “ before we can hops to develop the best
abilities of the wuation in the places of highes:
trust.”” In the mean time, though admitting thgt
“there never was an occasion when the couatry more
needed its brightest men,” the Pittsburgh Gazette
resignedly says if j¢ ““ not disposed to be unreason-
able in its demands.”

It does not expect the ablest and most honest
and courageous man to be put in nomination by
any representative boo 7, selected as political conven-
tions now-a-days are, but yet the nominee must not
be one ““ against whom any solii] and well-sustained
objection, on the score of honesty, can be made,”
as to select puch n wan would be to ¢ court de-
feat” with the same certainty as if the ¢“best man”

woaa nominated. The “best man is seldom the
avdilable one,” argues the Gazette, but at the same
time the candidate must not be notoriously bad in
order to secure his election. Men of whom little
is known bacause of the obscurity of their position
and the inferiority of their talents, are therefore the
men from whom the Pittsburgh Gagette expeots
to see political candidates selected, uatil, after the
lapse of “a few generations,” the tone of popular
sentiment and the aystem of publio reprosentation
shall be so far improved that we may hope to “de-
velop the beat abilitics of the nation in the places
of highest trust” How many generations it will
take to ‘“develop”’ this desired consummation if
every body in the mean time is disposed to ho as
“ reasonable”’ in his demands as the Pittsburgh jour-
nalist, we should not like to oaloulate, for it is pre-
cisely such acquiescence in the degrading maxims
of organized polities whioh has brought this couc.
try to its present low estate. For such a low
standard political morality and dignity one
g:‘! is not ‘more rosponsible than another—all

e followed too much the promptings of expe-
dienoy and heeded too litile the admonitions of
public virtue. But that any should point cut the
souroe of the evil and at the same

. postpone
the duty of amendment for g fow generations”’
| may weil oreato surprise,

EPIRIT OF LAWLESSNESS REBUKED.

We have been particularly pleased by the admi-
rable charge of Recorder Hoffman, delivered to the
Grand Jury at the opening of the ‘“ Court of Gen-
eral Sessions” in the eity of New York on Tues-
day last. After alluding to the fact that for some
months past crime has been on the increase in
that city, offences against persons and offences
against property rivalling each other in frequency,
and that beyond all this a general spirit of lawless-
ness has been spreading throegh the community,
which recently found expression in the barbarities
and depredations of the New York rioters, he pro-
oceeded to ascertain the ocsuses of these deplorable
phenomena, and to fix the responsiblity for them
as follows :

“ One of the worst signs of the times has been the pre
valent disregard of and want of respect for the laws aud
the lawfully constituted muthorities. Daogerous men—
dangerous because powerful and ivfluential—have, by ¢x-
awple and precept, tsught the ple to disregard and
disobey constitutional and legal obligations, and, sometimes
upon one pretext mnd sometimes wpon another, have
countenanced (if they have not counselled) disobedience
and resistance. They have aimed their shalts not only at
legislative /souctments and constitutionsl provisions, but
at the officers of the law, the judges of the land, and the
decisions of the courts, :

“ As in time of war every man becomes a military critie,
and site in judgwent upon the cperations of our army und
plans of & campaign, so every one has become an expounder
of the Constitution and the lawe, and assumes to sit in
ju‘dtg;oment upon the judicial tribunals of the State and
[

0.

* The peopls have become accustomed to look Tn
constitutions and laws and suthorities as lese sacred than
in earlier days they had been taught to believe they were.
The pulpit and press, the political platform and Benate
chamber, the social circle, and perbaps even sometimes
the courts themselves, bave been the scho.ls in which these
pernicious lessons bave been taught.

‘ Manifestations of popular violpoce, somelimes in one
direction and romelimes in another, sometimes against
men of one sect of opinivne sod sometimes against those
of another, have from time to time oecurred in this city
and elsewhere. When applauded they have been ap-
plauded loudly; when condemoed they have been con-
demped fecbly. Now one eet of partisans and now another
have spoken of them as ‘just outbreaks of Papular wdig-
pation’ vr * patriotic uprisings of the people.’

“ Couservative and prudent men have watched the
growth of this evil with alarm, and foreseen and dreaded
the harve:t. They saw that it was 10 violation of and in
bustility to the fur dsmental principles upon which all go-
vernment and all society rests. ’lehuy have sought to re-
mivd those in authority and those having influcnce that it
waas their snlemn duty to inspire the people with respect
for all law, by never deviating from 1t themeelves; and to
mske the people understand tbat obedience to law was
the first duty of the citizen. They have proclaimed that,
an there was no safety for the nation except in a faithful
adherence to the Constitution, so there was no security
for the people but in unbending respect for and obedience
to the laws and the authoritiss of tbe lInod. Warning the
legislative powar of the State and Nation against the en-
actment of unconstitution.! laws, they bave insisted, and
ever will insist, that the courts, and not Lthe people, are to
sit in Judgment upon the coustitutionality of an act, and
that, until deelared by the courts to be unconstitutionsl,
resistance to it by force nud violence is eriminal.

“ Thess warnings have not been heeded. The evil
teachings of misguided and wicked men buys not been
without fbeir gif-ct. Thay have taken deep roit in the
popular mind. ].nﬁdel:!.;. to oconstitutional and legal ubli-
gations has produced its brood of evils. This infidelity and
the false teacbings and examples of purtisans of varions
secte and parties—aided as they bave by causes and
elements which are always actively at work in time of war
and civil convulsions—urged on by the spirit of law'esences

THE KENTUCKY ELECTION.

We announced on Thursdsy last the success of the
“Union Democratic ticket" for Btate officers in Ken
tucky, snd the eléction of the nomicees of this party for
Congress in nearly all the distiicts. Gen. BRAMLETTE,
the candidate of the ** Union Democrats " for the office of
Goveruor, waa opposed by the Hon. C. A. Wickliffe, the
nominee of the *“ Demaorats.” The two candidates equal
Iy professed all--ghnaa to the Constitution and Unicen, sud
aqually svowpd their oppouition to the * radical measures’
of the Administration in the condust of the war, Gen.
Bramlette, in 8 speech deliverpd a faw days before the
aleetion, thus stated the points of sgreement between the
two parties :

“The evile resulting from the acts of the Federal Ad-
ministration we desire to correct by the ballot-box. We
mny not sgcoumplish this soon in the present distracted con-
dition of our evuntry. The withdrawal of the Senators
and Representatives from eleven States lost us the power
to confrol measurea for the prosecution of the war, and
plscad us ip the hands of & majority opposed to us. We
ure opposed to these measuras, nd #o urp our opponents.
We wish, while putting into operation every peaceful
means of correction, to correct them by a eerlain, radi-
eal, and porfect remedy, but they avoid the issue; aud if
they mesn any thing by the ery of no more men and no
more money, they mesn g syrrander fo the Ounfpderney,
and take s round-about way to suy that gecession ghal pre-
vail. This is axiomatie, l{r we ure all agreed in opposi-
tion to the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus, the
copscription bill, the emancipat on proclamation, the con-
fiscation bill, and the armiog of negro regiments. We all
desire to get rid of them.”

The point upop which the two parties differad, it will be
ppen, why aa to the support they should give to the wap—
the * Union Demograts” being in fayor of its yigorous
prosecution, in order that.all obnoxious * war messures”
might the sooner come to an end in the end of the war,
if fhey pould not be sooner corrected by publie opinion
speaking through the ballot-box, and the ** Demoerats "
proper beiog in fayor of withholding all supplies of men
aod money from the Administration uptil these ** radioal
measures " shall be reversed.

The Loui:ville Juurnal, the chief organ of the “ Union
Pemocracy” in Kentucky, sperks aa follows in ** defining "'
ita pogitjon ¢

“ The piatform of the Union Demoeraoy of Hentucky is
the platform of the Northern Demopracy, as npmun{rd
by Governor Beymour. Every member of the Union State
ticket atande aquarely upon this platform, snd within the
sphers of his lawful power will execute the platform to
the letter."”

The New York Times, in commenting on the result of
the election in Kentucky, says ;

* Gen. Smith is probably the only member of Congress
elected in Kentucky that will prove a thorough going sup-

rter of the Administration—~unless perehanos Mr Casay,
ate member from a Weatern district, should slip in.
Nevertheless, all the candidates on the Union ticket are
understood to have been pledged to nn wncond tional support

the war until the rebellion is suppressed. Kvery oandi-
te supported by the Louisvilla Journal is elected, ex-
cept Mr. Menzies, in the Covington distriet. 'I'he Jour-
's loyalty ir, therefore, a fair exponent of the State's."”
The Boston Daily Advocate, in commenting on the re-
sult of the canvass in Kentucky, says that—
**The value of this election #s an exact gauge of publie

opinion in Kentucky has rsorulubly been somewhat im?dr-
ed by Gen. Burnaide's order proolaiming martial law.’

BOLDIERS VOTING.—The judiciary of New Hampabire
have declared that the soldiers’ voting proposition, which
had been passed by the Republican Legislature of that
Blate, js apposed to the spirit of the Conatitution as well
s the common law, which requires the presence of the
voters at the polls, Several practioal objeotiona to the bill
are alao wentioned in the opinion. The opinion is signed
by Chief Justice Bell, and Associate Justices Bellows,

Neamitb, and Bartlett,
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which have ereated, have recently produced in this
oy withoet & poratie 1o 150 bistory of e cosntrr oo
L] A L]
immediate cause of this was to the enforcement | #poils, clogging
of the law; bt bave been |
wholly ioadequate to 8 polson of ¢ ustitu-
tional and infidelity snd of inge and perni:
cions e xample had not been infused into the populsr mind.”

“LET THE BEST BERVE.”

We referred a fow days ago to the confession
made by a Pennsylvania journal, that it did not
expect any representative body, selected as politi-
oal Coaventions now-a-days are, to nominate for
office  the ablest or the most honest and’ courage-
ous man in the State.”” In the present condition
and relations of political affairs in the Uuited
States “ the best man,” added this frank observer,
is rarely the “available man,” because he scorns
the arts and lacks the subserviency which have be-
come necessary to procure popularity. . Conse-
quently, our organized politics, as controlled by
selfish and designing managers, have come to be
manipulated in the interest of men who have
escaped observation by the obscurity of their po-
sition or the mediocrity, not to say the inferiority,
of their talents. Individually shrewd in the ma.
nagement of their private affairs, the American
people, by suffering the legitimate control of their
political conceres to slip from their hands intc
those of professional experts and demagogues, have
suffered a maladministration of their publio affairs
which reflects but little oredit on their collective
wisdom. In no country is there an equal amount
of individual intelligence. In no country is this
individual intelligence less capable of being col-
loctively wielded and wisely applied for the prac-
tical purposes of government. The evil is con-
fessed on all sides, and it is one which, by the per-

We cited’s few days ago the testimony of the
Pittsburgh Gazette in attestation to this deplorable
fact. In a recent number of the Boston Daily
Advertiser a correspondent signalizes the same
lamentable deterioration of our politics in the fol-
lowing words :

“We are a people wonderfully endowed, mightier in
transformations than the Wizard of the North. G ve us
the raw material, and that, too, of the raweat—weak, per-
haps, and rotten withal—it is all we ask. Quick as thought,
by the magie of our institutions, behold genersls, states-
mean, and foreign winisters. And why pot?  For no rea-
son whatever, provided that this mode ot production proves
safe, economical, and expadient; provided that it gives uas
the rasults we need, and with which, in the present pos-
ture of our affairs, we caonot well dispense,

 Our former copartuer, now our foe, has long adopted
a diffcrent system, the results of which we have groaped
under for & generation and fmore. Tuis is mo time for
chinging to mere theoriea of government, right or wrong.
We wust look to practical issues. Demoeracy bas played
ber low eards loug enough. She must play trumpes now
or lose ths game. Bbe wants men to repraeent her, men
to lend her, not swarms of interwrithing worms to batten
on her eotrails. It is perilous to deal in figurea of speech,
and we would fain do honor to the ability, the fidelity, the
patrivtism which soms of those in offices of trust have put
forth in this dire exigency. There ie good coinage in the
publie treasury, but not encugh of it, nor of the highest
alloy, while the busp and the counterfeit sre heaped-there
by the cartlogd.

“ Never, since bistory recorded the life of nations, was
such a people 80 led, or rather so entangled in such a po-
litical meshwork. 'We bave no allusion to this party or
that. Men and parties will change, but the same bad
system rales rampant over all. Btill the same withering
machinery of caucuses and conventiona, the same combi-
nationr, wheel ur‘t:ukd. lm::‘l:‘o?“ and nell};h man-
agers, the same mean men for
o :b:' d::nu and outlets of publie y

quiescent to such ecandidates
a8 may suit, not the i .,

freemen aud roversigne we go to the polls

votes, oot after our own judgment, but at the diotation of
solf copstatuted kuots and eombioations of men whom we
oun peither gstrem oor trust, If we did otherwise, our
vote would be thrown away. A maoy-headed despotism,
exerciced 10 the name of the largest liberty. If to de-
grade public morals, gink the national reputation, weaken
the nativosl eounsels, root cut the race of stateswen, and
plaee a pliant incumpeteucy in control of our destinies—
if these are the encs of government, then is our political
mansgement & masterpiece of human wit. They know
better st the South. Through all the illesions and fal-e-
hoods with which that fierce and relfish srstocracy has
encompaesed [tself, ruce a vein of sound politieal truth.
W may take a legson of our enemy. If we do not, be
mAay maeter e,

* Perbaps we baye misundorstood the nature of a troe
democracy. It 18 & thriftiegs houseliold that ohooses for
iteell pervaots untpught and untrusted ; yet, far more than
any bousehold, n great and mighty ation bas the necessity
and the right of being well and truly served. The wisest
aud the able.t are not too good for ber, and her ireedom
oonsists in bolding them under & sharp accountability, not
in degrading thom till they are usfit to do her work.
* Let the best rule,’ in the maxim of aristeersey. * Let
the best serve,’ ia the maxin of the culy hea!thful and per-
manent deinocraey.

“ Whoare the best 7 They are gone ; their race bas died
ont.  Surely e ¢ff b follows cause, for a half century,
they have withered and dwindled awesy. The race, we
mean, of legislalors and statesmen, minds traindd to apply
great principles to practice, to grapple with great affairs,
to gyide the nation with & wise and temperate vigor nlong
the gigdy beignts of thut grand de lti%whiuh awaited her,
aud porbaps awnited ber in van. hen will such men
reture ! When a deep and abiding sense of our deep need
of them has seized and possessed the national hesrt ; when
the fullaciis that bave deluded wa o long ehall be thrown
from us as debasing and perilous illusions, and the ostional
wind riees to u true coneeption of republican freedom,””

The writer is perhaps too trenchant and sweep-
ing in his eriticisms when he supposes that the
race of statesmen ‘“ has died out’ in this country.
But it cannot be denied that our organized politios
have repressed their growth, by excludiog them
from the field in which they are nurtured, and by
withholding from our most enlightened and expe-
rienced statesmen the honors to which they were
entitled,

Nor is it true that “they know better at the
South.” The present condition of the Southern
people reflects but little honor on the colleotive
wisdom which has suffered itself to be deluded by
the promises and allured by the baits of disunion
agitators. Nor are the comments of their “ candid
observers’”” much more flattering than those of our
own. The Georgia OConstitutionalist, a “ Demo-
cratic’” paper, in commenting a few days ago on
the project of establishing an Imperial G svernment
in Mexico, held the following language :

“ With our experience running through searcely three
generations, it is a matter of grave doubt with many of
vur brightest and best minds whether democracy is the
best form of government tor any people. To eny the lenst,
our experience certsioly is not such as should induee ue to
desire other panple to model their Governments aft-r ours;
or to desire it so strongly that we wou!d make any objec-
tion to their trying a different form."”

This confession is equally remarkable for what
it states and for what it omits. Bearing witness to
the evils that aflliot the land, it assumes that they
result from the mere “form of our Government,”’
whereas, alike in the North and in the South, this
common experience results from the vommon de-
pravation of our polities. Our “institutions” are
good enough, or were good enough before they had
been perverted by thoee into whose hands ¢ po-
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litical mansgement”’ has fallen.

verted usages of party, has come to be inveterate.

NAVAL EXPEDITION UP JAMES RIVER.

TORPEDO EXPLOSION,

Forrress MoNrRoOR, AUG, 9 —The expedition that left
here on the 4th instant, under the direction of Mnjor Gen.
Foater, was acoompanied by tke turret iron-clad Bangamon
and gunboats Commodore Barney and Cohasset.

They proceeded up the Jawes river, snd when above
City Poiot and within about seven miles of Fort Darliog,
at a point ealled Duteh Gap, a torpedo was exploded un-
der the bows of the Commodore Barncy by a lock string
connecting with the shore,

The explosion is deseribed as most terrifie, lifting the
bows of the Commodore Barvey completely out of the
water full tan feet, and throwing s great quantity of water

‘| high into the air, which fell upon the deck of the boat,

washing overboard fifteen of her men, nmong whom wae
Lieut. Cushing, the commander of the Cowmodore Barney.
Two of their number (sailors) were drowned. The others
were all saved. Mujor Gen. Foster was upon this boat
when the explosion took place.

The enemy then opened on them from ehore with twelve-

pounder field-pisces. Some fiiteen shot penetrated the
Baruey, beside a great number of musket balle, but not a
man wes iijured except the paymaater, slightly, with
splinters.
The gunboat Cohasset received fiye twelve-pound shots,
one passing through the pilot-house, killing the commander,
Acting Master Cox. The shot struck him in the back,
killing him icatantly.

The Commodore Barney was towed down to Newport
News by & tug, and will be repaired.

The objsct of the reconnoissance was accomplished and
the fleet has returned.

The new army guuboat General Jesup, commanded by
Lieut. Col. Whipple, also accompanied the expedition, and
received eeveral shote, but was not much injured.

OPERATIONS IN THE WEST.

Caro, Ava., 9.—The Mississippi river will soon be
clear of every organized rebel furce. Gen. Davidson is
marching down the ceotre of Arkansae, and in several
little affuirs with the enemy has been entirely successful.
The people of Jacksonport are said to be fleeing before
his approach.

Another expedition is on the point of starting into this
Western country, which will help to cowplete the work
of crushing the rebellion, It ia not proper to spesk of it
in detail at present, but it csunot be long before this en-
tire scope of territory will be usder Federal countrol.

The Atlanta Appesl urges guerrills operations on the
Missisgippi river, and says a systematized plan of opera-
tions on its banks will accomphsh more thsn can other-
‘wiee be devised to eripple the General Government. It
wants to gee travellers on the Father of Waters attacked
by bu:hwhackers from every canebraks and Blufl below
Memphis

THE SIEGE OF CHARLESTON.

Correspondence of the New York Times. I

The preparations for renewiag the attack on Port Wagner
are progressing as and rapidly favorsbly as could be desired.
There is ot an officer or private in the entire Department
who is not sanguine of the full of Fort Wegner on 1he re-
newsl of the mssault. The same buoyaot feeling is slso
shared by the naval officers, many of whom are positive
in their belief that Charleaton will be in our possession be-
fors the close of the summer months. Within the past
three days Genersl Gilmore has sdded numerous snd beavy
guna to his live of sttack, and the uncessing toil day and
night of the men upon the trenches, indicates that work of
n diffwent oharaster will 8000 sommenca. It would, per-
bapa, be supe: fluous to add that reinforeements have been
arriving at Morris Island since the late fight, so that the
strength of the ensmy, when the next battle veeurs, will
be severely tested. These reinforceménts are greaily need-
ed, a8 many of the soldiers who have been digging in the
trenches und attending to other dutiss are completely worn
out from conticued éxposure and labor,

The public mny rest aseured that the heavy ordoance
now trained awd to be trained on Forts Sumier and Wag-
ner will be manned by men who have been educated to the
busivess. About 300 marines, under opmmand of Major
Jaoob Z din, enwe in to dsy fiom New York.

The Forty-sighth New York regiment proceeded to St.

Augustine, (Fla ) on the 29th of July. That has been the
vnly iwporinnt wi iary changs ot lute.

FROM CHARLESTON AND NORTII CAROLINA.

ForTress Mosgor, Avavest 10—All of the Rebel
officers and surgeons confined as prisosers of war in Fort
Norfolk—upwards of one hundred and twenty-five—are
being transferred to Fort Me Henry.

The steamer Nelly Pentz arrived this moraing from
Btono Inlet. Captsin Paillips reports that he left there
Inst Friday, at which lime the siege was favorably pro-
greaging, and the officers and men are in fine spiritsa. No
news of impartanes to report.

The steamer Peoonie arrived from Beaufort to-day, and
brings a mail. The fullowing is receivad from our eorr -
spondent ;

YNewnRenN, AvGust 9 —The Unionisla in Eastern
North Carolina are to hold in a fow days & great mass con-
vention for the purpose of invekipg the Gosernment to
send a sufficient force into this Department to occupy
Haleigh, Wilmington, and Weldon, in order to fores the

Rebel army to svanden Vieginis, and thus restors these
two great States to the Union at ones ™

LATEST FROM ENGLAND.

81. Jouxs, (N. F.) Ave. 8. —The steamship Chins,
from Liverpool August let, vis Queenstown August 24,
passed Cape Race at noon to-day, en route to New York.
Bhe was intercepted by the news yacht of the Associsted
Prees.

The stenmship Asia, from Boston, arrived at Queens-
town on the 24 instant.

lish journals have little to say on American nifairs.

The Loodon Morning Post labors to show that the re-
cent Federal suceewes are not ltkely to prove materially
advantageouns to the Federala.

The Army aud Navy Guzette t<kes a most gloomy view
of the mi itary prospects of the Confederntes, It says the
retrest of Gen. Bragg and the flight of Gen. Johnston be-
fore Gen, Sherman's forcss show sufficient wigne of ex-
haustion. It adds, * Charlestin is in real danger, and 1f it
falls Bavannah follows.”"  Still it thinka that the Federal
armies cannot be filled without a eonseription, which may
palsy the North and wrest vietory from her grasp,

diseount.

English politieal news, ne ususl on the close of Parlia-
ment, & quiet and lifelesa.

Sir Cioscent, the well known judge, is dead.

Prince GurtschnkofMs note. Nothiog relinble in regnrd to
responees had transpired. The Polish insurgents keep ac-
tively at work.

New Yomrg, Ava. 11.—The steamahip China has ar
rived. Her news has baen anticipated,

Gon. Forey, it is stated by La France, will leave Mexico
on the 15th of September, giving up the command to Geo.
Bazine.

The same papar says that tha negotiation between the
three Powers for a common reply to Russia is on the point

wise disposed, the consequence would be s general war,
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placiog in question all the interests of Europe.

ok

HiLToN HEap, (8. C.) Avaust 5, 1363, |

The Confederats loan was hoavy at seventeen to fifteen |

The war panic on the Polish question bas subsided. The |
Jjournals speculate on the response of the three Powers to |

of snocewsful termination, La France does not despair of [ Loy oy
Ruasia proving coneiliatory. Should ahe, however, be other- lwiu meet st the City Hall on Monday morning next, st

PUNISHMENT OF REBEL SYMPATHIZERS,
PROCLAMATION OF GEN. MEADE.

HEeADQUARTERS ArMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
: August 10, 1863,

The following proclamstion kns been jssued by Msjo
General MEADE :

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
July 30, 1

The numerous depredations committed b'r dtuﬁu
rebel soldiers in diegulse harbored or euncealed by citizens,
along the Orange aod Alexandria railroad, snd within gur
lines, eall for prompt sud exemplary punishment,

Undo_r the instruclion of the Government, therefore,
every cilizen sgsinst whom there is sufficient evidence of
his hmnz'engw in these practices will be arrested and
ocoufived for punishment or sent beyord the lines.

Tha people within ten miles of the railroad are notified
that they will be beld responsible in their persons and pro-
perty for auy it jury dooe to the traius, road, depot, or sta-
tions by citizeus, guerrillas, or persons in disguise ; and in
onse of wuch icjury they will be impressed as laborers to
repair all damnges.

If these mensures should not atop such depredations, it
will become the unplearsnt duty of the undersigned, in
the execution of his instructions, to direet that the entire
inbabitauts of the district of countiy along the rsilrvad be
put aeross the lines aad their property taken for Govern-
ment purposes. Gro, G Meapg,
Major Genersl Commanding.

The depredations having been continued, s number of

citizens, suspected or known to be implicated in the trans-
actions, have been arrested.

ARRIVAL FROM NEW ORLEANS,

NEw YORrK, Avuc. 7.—The stesmer George Washing-
ton, from New Orleans on the lat instant, h: s arrived at
this port. Bhe passed on the 4th instant the steam sloop
of war Richmond, bound North, Among her pars.ngers
is Brig. Gen. Dwight.

Ex-Mayor Btith, of New Orleans, had arrived there,
having been released from Fort Pickens; and ex-Ssnptor
Leefe. They had been at Fort Pickens since last Baptem-
ber.

Gen, Herron's command hid arrived at New Orleans.

The fsgehip Tenneasoe had arrived at New Orloans with
large numbers of invalids from the rebel garrison at Vicks-
burg, and some fifty registered from St. Louis. Her des-
tination is Mobile. She reports that the new Munitor Ne-
osho was at Vicksburg. The Osage was scon expected.
Tha Choctaw and Pittsburg are blockading the river.

It is etated that an important military and naval expe-
dition is on foob at Vicksburg under Gen. Grant. Some
dozen skeleton negro regiments are organizing.

DEPREDATIONS NEAR WASHINGTON.
On Thuredsy last a wagon train, consisting of about
twenty teams, was captured by a party of guerrillas, some
distauce this side of Fairfax Court-house. Upon infor-
mation being given at the nearest post, a portion of our
cavalry started cu! in pursuit and reeapturcd the whole
of the train, the epemny dispersing as soon as the cavalry
came in s'ght. The depredstions in the vicinity of Wash-
ington bave becoms very frequent of late, and would seem

! to call for repression by the exercise of greater vigilance

oo the part of the officers charged with the defence of the
outposta between here and Manassas.

FROM MEXICO.

Vera Cruz advices of the 16th of July report ths death
of the American Consul on the 13th.

No American or Eoglish veessls of war were on the
cuast, aud the French vessels were said to be seizing all
vessels, English or American. On the 8th, a French side-
wheel steamer arrived at Vera Cruz with an English topsail
schovner in tow, which wes ecaptured in the Rio Grande
with & cargo of armu valued at $300,000, intended for the
Texas rebels, though the s:eamer cleared from Liverpool
for Matemorns. Her officers report five wmore vessels
loading for Matameras.

A MILITARY TRANSPORT IN DISTRESS.

PHiLADELPIIA, AUGUST 8 —The steamboat Commo-
dore, from New Ycrk for Providence, with the Forty-
sscoud Maesachusette Regiment on board, went ashore on
Bunday morning ncrthweet of Point Judith lighthouse.
The steamer Delawars, from Providence for Roundout,
went to her asaistacce, and was lying at suchor near ber.
On heading south & boat from shore 1eported that she had
sent to Newport for assistance

REBELS RECEIVING SUPPLIES.

A desputeh dated Newbern, August Gth, says that the
enemy are duily receiving supplies into their ports mot-
withstandiog the blockade. Among the articlea they are
raceiving are machinery, railroad iron, guus, blaukets, me-
dicines, shoer, &o.

ADMIRAL FARRAGUT AT NEW YORK.
New YORK, Avi. 10—The United States steam fri-
{ gate Hartford, Admiral Farragut, of the Mississippi Squad-
ron, arrived here to-night. Balutes were fired from the
forts st the Narrows, from Quaraatine, Fort Wood, Fort
Columbus, snd from various French, Spanish, and Ameri-
ean men-of-war in the harbor.

MORGAN'S OFFICERS.

CIRCIRNATI, AUG B.—One hundred and twenty-threa
of Juhn Morgan's officers have buen sent from Johnson's

I;m-d to Harrishurg, to be confined in the pemitentiary
there.

MOVEMENTS OF GEN. McCLELLAN.

It baviug been telegrapbed that Gen. MeClellan would
arrive at Sag Harbor, Long Island, on the 7th instsot, on
bis way to East Humpton, where be proposes passing a
couple of weeks with bis family, hasty preparations wera
made for bis reception at the former place. The few ves:
| sels in port hoistedtheir flags and the wharf was crowded
[ with speetators,
| On snding the General was reeeived with repested and
' hearty cheers, and he had difficulty in extrieating himself
| from the congratulations with which he was followed. The

In the nbsence of fresh advices from America the Eng- | #*iog¢ in which he bad taken his seat was at last suffered

to proceed, but it had not moved more than a dozen yards
when it was again atopped by a returned voluntesr, who
had fought under the General at Fair Osks, and who, af-
ter addressing him some words of congratulation and en-
couragement, wouud up with an energetic demand for
““Thbree cheers more for our General,” which, it is need-
less to ndd, wore given. The vehicle waa then allowed to
proceed, the groups along the main street cheering as it
| pansed,  Amoog the sigouifioant festures of thia reception
| wan the hearty participation in it of several leading Re-
lpulntiﬂna who bal formerly distinguished themselves by
| teir hoatility to MeClellan,

The Secretsry of War has directed that three Soulh
I Carolioa prisoners of war be subtjected to close confine-
| ment and beld as hostages for three colored men captured
1011 the gunbost Iessc Swith and now ijmprisoned ab
| Charleston.

THE DRAFT IN THIS DISTRICT.
| The draft for the District of Columbia was conlinued
| and eonc'uded yesterdsy, embracing the enrolled names
I of the cit zens of the Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, and
Twelith Sub-dwstricts The Eighth and Ninth Sub-dis-
| tricts inolude the whele city of Georgetown, and the Tenth,
E'leventh, and Twellth comptine the residue of the Distriet
| of Columbis. Of the pumber drawn in the city of George-
| town 390 are white and 65 colored. In the remaining
! sub districts the whole number of persons drafted amounts
| to 350. Thus the draft for this Distriot has been finished.

| Good order bas prevalled througnout all the proceedings
tendi h.MMnoBurda!%mlmn

uine o'clock, for the purpose of hearing applications fog
exemption,

|
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